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10 ULTIMATE THINGS TO DO OR SEE IN
VICTOR HARBOR

Nestled on the stunning Fleurieu Peninsula in South Australia, Victor Harbor is
a coastal gem that offers a perfect blend of natural beauty, rich heritage, and

exciting activities.
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This charming town, just over an hour’s drive from Adelaide, boasts breathtaking coastal views, diverse wildlife, and a range
of attractions suitable for all ages. From historic landmarks to pristine beaches, Victor Harbor has something for everyone.

1.

Explore Granite Island

One of the most iconic attractions in Victor

Harbor is Granite Island. Connected to the mainland
by a causeway, this small island is known for its
distinctive granite boulders and stunning ocean vistas.
A 3-kilometre walking trail encircles the island,
offering spectacular views of Encounter Bay and the
opportunity to spot marine life. The island is also
home to a colony of little penguins, which can be
observed during guided evening tours.

Nature lovers will appreciate the diverse flora on
Granite Island, including coastal plants adapted to the
harsh, windswept environment. For a unique
experience, consider taking a guided sunset tour. As
day turns to night, the island takes on a magical
quality, with the changing colours of the sky reflected
in the surrounding waters.

Go whale watching

Victor Harbor is renowned as one of the best spots in
South Australia for whale watching. From May to
October, southern right whales visit the waters of
Encounter Bay during their annual migration.

Visitors can observe these majestic creatures from
various vantage points along the coast, including The
Bluff and Granite Island. For a more immersive
experience, whale watching tours are available,
providing closer encounters with these gentle giants
of the sea.

For those keen to learn more about these magnificent
creatures, a visit to the South Australian Whale Centre
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is a must. Located in Victor Harbor, this interactive
museum offers educational displays, a fossil cave, and
a chance to step inside a life-sized whale model. The
centre provides valuable insights into current whale
conservation efforts and the history of whaling in the
region.

Take a ride on the horse-drawn tram

A unique experience in Victor Harbor is a journey on
the historic horse-drawn tram. This charming mode of
transport has been operating since 1894 and carries
passengers across the causeway to Granite Island. The
leisurely ride offers beautiful views of the coastline
and is a delightful way to travel between the mainland
and the island.

The tram is pulled by beautiful Clydesdale horses,
each with its own name and personality. Visitors can
learn about the history of this unique transport from
the friendly conductors who share interesting facts
and stories during the journey. For those interested in
the behind-the-scenes operations, the Victor Harbor
Horse Drawn Tram offers stable tours where guests
can meet the horses and learn about their care.

Hike or cycle the Encounter Bikeway

The Encounter Bikeway is a scenic 30-kilometre trail
that stretches from Victor Harbor to Goolwa. This
shared-use path follows the coastline, offering
stunning views of Encounter Bay and passing through
charming coastal towns. Visitors can walk or cycle
sections of the trail, enjoying the fresh sea air and
picturesque landscapes along the way. Along the
Encounter Bikeway, several rest stops and lookout
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points offer opportunities to take in the scenery and
spot local wildlife. Keep an eye out for various bird
species, including pelicans, cormorants, and even the
occasional sea eagle. For those seeking a longer
adventure, the bikeway connects to other trails,
allowing for extended exploration of the Fleurieu
Peninsula.

5. Discover local wildlife
Victor Harbor and its surroundings are home to
diverse wildlife. Visitors can observe various native
animals in their natural habitats, including kangaroos,
echidnas, and a wide variety of bird species. For a
more structured wildlife experience, the Urimbirra
Wildlife Park offers up-close encounters with
Australian animals, including the opportunity to feed
kangaroos and pat koalas.

Marine enthusiasts should consider a visit to the
Oceanic Victor in-sea aquarium. Located just off
Granite Island, this unique attraction allows visitors to
swim with southern bluefin tuna in a controlled
environment. For those who prefer to stay dry,
underwater viewing areas provide an up-close look at
these impressive fish and other marine life.

6. Enjoy the beautiful beaches
The Fleurieu Peninsula boasts some of South
Australia’s most stunning beaches, and Victor Harbor
is no exception. From the main beach in town to
nearby gems like Horseshoe Bay and Knights Beach in
Port Elliot, there are plenty of options for swimming,
surfing, or simply relaxing on the sand. These pristine
beaches offer crystal-clear waters and are perfect for a
refreshing dip or a leisurely stroll along the shore.
For those seeking a more secluded beach experience,
Waitpinga Beach is a hidden gem located a short drive
from Victor Harbor. This pristine stretch of sand is
popular with surfers and fishers, and its relative
isolation makes it perfect for a peaceful day by the
sea. Remember to swim between the flags, as the
waves can be strong.

7. Experience the Cockle Train
For a nostalgic journey through the coastal landscape,
a ride on the Cockle Train is a must. This historic
steam train operates between Victor Harbor and
Goolwa, offering breathtaking views of the coastline
and rural scenery. The journey takes passengers along
Australia’s first steel railway, providing a unique
perspective of the region’s natural beauty and
heritage.

The journey on the Cockle Train can be extended to
include a stop at Port Elliot, a charming coastal town
known for its beautiful beaches and historic buildings.
Visitors can explore the town’s boutique shops and
cafes before continuing their rail journey. During peak
seasons, themed rides such as the “Blues Train” or
“Wine Train” offer unique experiences combining local
music or wine tasting with the scenic railway journey.

8. Indulge in local cuisine
Victor Harbor boasts a thriving food scene, with
numerous cafes and restaurants serving delicious local
cuisine. Visitors can savour fresh seafood caught in
Encounter Bay, sample regional wines from nearby
McLaren Vale, or enjoy a classic fish and chips meal by
the beach. The Victor Harbor Farmers Market, held
every Saturday morning, is an excellent place to taste
local produce and artisanal goods.

9. Visit the Bluff for panoramic views
The Bluff, also known as Rosetta Head, is a prominent
landmark in Victor Harbor that offers panoramic views
of the coastline and Encounter Bay. A walking trail
leads to the summit, rewarding hikers with
breathtaking vistas of the surrounding area, including
Granite Island and the Fleurieu Peninsula. It’s an ideal
spot for photography and whale watching during the
migration season.

At the base of The Bluff, Petrel Cove offers a secluded
beach popular with experienced surfers due to its
challenging waves. For a more relaxed experience, the
nearby Whalers Inn Restaurant provides a perfect spot
to enjoy a meal or drink while taking in the stunning
coastal views.

10. Explore the town’s heritage
Victor Harbor boasts a rich history, evident in its well-
preserved heritage buildings and museums. A stroll
through the town centre reveals charming 19th-
century architecture, including the Old Police Station
and Courthouse, now home to the local history
museum. The Victor Harbor Heritage Trail, marked by
informative plaques, guides visitors through the
town’s most significant historical sites.

The Encounter Coast Discovery Centre, housed in the
old railway goods shed, offers interactive displays that
bring the region’s maritime and railway history to life.
Visitors can learn about the early days of settlement,
the whaling industry, and the development of Victor
Harbor as a popular tourist destination.
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